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1) Affordable Space Programmes Becoming Part of South's 
Development 

Space: the final frontier. At least that was how heading off into the stars was 
portrayed in cult television and film series Star Trek. While many countries are 
working to raise living standards and eradicate poverty on earth, some are 
also looking to space for solutions to earth-bound problems. 

Traditional space programmes were government-led and state-financed. They 
involved enormous armies of technicians, engineers and scientists. Each 
launch and mission had to be overseen by a vast mission control centre with 
row upon row of technicians watching computer screens in real time. Space 
technology advanced rapidly in the 1950s and 1960s with so many bright 
brains hard at work and with brave people willing to put their lives at risk, 
leading to humans walking on the surface of the moon in 1969. 

All of this expensive expertise meant few governments had the resources to 
set up space programmes - and it was even out of the hands of most of the 
private sector. In time, these leviathan space efforts lost the financial support 
of governments and the pace of new developments and achievements slowed. 
Nobody has set foot on the moon in 40 years - or on any other planet, for that 
matter. 

But various developments are changing the space scene today and promising 
a bright future and a return to rapid innovation. 

Space programmes are playing a greater role in the economic and innovation 
strategies of countries in the global South. New technologies and trends are 
turning space exploration into more affordable, small-scale operations within 
the reach of many countries. 

New information technologies and innovations in miniaturization mean 
satellites can be very small and light. These developments bring down costs 
considerably, and also reduce the number of people needed to monitor space 
missions. 

For example, on 14 September 2013 Japan's space agency, JAXA, proved a 
slimmed-down space launch can work when it fired off its Epsilon rocket with 
a small satellite onboard. What made this mission different was how little it 
took to monitor the mission: just two laptop computers and a small team of 
eight people. Previously, similar missions required a team of 150 people. 

Fewer people meant the launch was much cheaper. One of the reasons for 
having many people involved in the launch of a rocket is the need to perform 
multiple systems checks to make sure the launch is successful. The Epsilon is a 
"smart" rocket and saves on the need for people to micro-manage the launch 
procedures by having its own on-board computer with artificial intelligence 
(Al) capable of doing the laborious checklists before launch. 

Billing itself as "The first Latin American space development company," 
Colombia's Sequoia Space (sequoiaspace.com) was established in 2008 to 
build miniature satellites (called nano or pico satellites) that are affordable to 
countries in the global South. 

Located in Bogota's trendy neighbourhood of Chapinero, Sequoia has set 
itself up to exploit the technological trend towards making things smaller and 
smaller. 

The firm manufactures satellites that range in size from 1.3 kilograms to 16 
kilograms and are custom built for the customer's needs. One satellite it is 
working on for the Colombian air force weighs 4.5 kilograms. It can make 
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satellites to conduct missions in earth observation, remote sensing, micro-gravity experiments and other 
scientific experiments. 

The company was launched in 2007 by a team of Colombian engineers, who turned their extensive experience in 
developing satellites for the aerospace industry into a start-up. Their dream is to further develop the aerospace 
industry in Latin America and grow its role in the global space industry. They hope to make it possible for more 
and more countries in Latin America to carry out space missions. 

The company currently has clients in Colombia, Chile, Ecuador and Peru. 

Other Latin American space programmes include Peru's CONIDA ( http://www.conida.qob.pe/ ). Its mission is to 
"To promote, to research, to develop and to disseminate science and space technology for national interests, in 
order to create unique and differentiated services driving national development." 

Ecuador's Ecuadorean Civilian Space Agency (EXA) ( http://www.exa.ee/index-en.html ) has had a rough ride with 
its space programme with the failure of the Pegasus nano-satellite. Ultra-small, Pegasus was a small cube 
measuring just 10 centimeters along its edge and weighing just 1.2 kilograms (BBC). It was launched on 25 April 
2013 from the Chinese spaceport of Jiuquan ( http://www.cqwic.com/LaunchServices/LaunchSite/JSLC.html ) but 
collided with a cloud of particles from an old Soviet-era rocket. It was declared lost by August 2013, having cost 
the government US $700,000. 

A second satellite, Krysaor ( http://www.exa.ee/nee-02-enq.htm ), is set to be launched in November 2013. It is 
intended as a partner to Pegasus and is for educational uses and also to monitor space debris, its website states. 

Other trends in the space race include radical changes in how space missions can be funded and the range of 
players who can do it. Space entrepreneurs who are using their own private wealth to finance space missions and 
technology development are now driving innovation. 

Pioneers in this new frontier include two US-based private companies. SpaceX (spacex.com) , headed by Internet 
entrepreneur Elon Musk, boasts of having "the world's first reusable rockets." Started in 2002, it now employs 
more than 3,000 people and has an ultimate goal of creating the technological capability for humans to live on 
other planets. 

The way SpaceX offers access to space as a service is also radical. The company website shows how the re-usable 
rockets work and then offers potential customers a price list and various options for delivering payloads to space 
(spacex.com/falcon9) . 

Another pioneering company is run by the founder of the online shopping service Amazon (amazon.com). Jeff 
Bezos' Blue Origin (blueoriqin.com) seeks to lower the costs of getting humans into space. 

Inspired by the revolution in project funding brought about by the Internet, Denmark's Copenhagen Suborbitals 
( http://www.copenhaqensuborbitals.com/) is looking to crowd-fund space missions from donations and says it 
will use the money to launch peaceful-purpose suborbital spacecraft. 

"We aim to show the world that human space flight can be different from the usual expensive and government 
controlled project," its website says. 

How are these companies relevant to countries coping with wide-scale poverty and economic 
underdevelopment? There are many space technology applications that can aid poor countries. They can improve 
communications technology and provide more sophisticated communications services. Satellites can monitor 
weather and agriculture and conduct sophisticated mapping activities. This can help with planning for fast- 
growing urban areas. 

The West African country of Nigeria is running one of Africa's largest space programmes to boost its 
effectiveness as an agricultural economy. Nigeria announced its space programme in 2003 and launched its first 
satellite in 2007 with the Chinese. Unfortunately, this satellite failed and fell out of orbit. 

But Nigeria did not give up and now has three satellites in space. 

In 2011, President Goodluck Johnathan said the satellites would "substantially reduce the annual expenditure of 
over $1 billion arising from the use of foreign bandwidth for GSM Communications, cable television, e-commerce 
and e-government by both public and private users in the country" (allAfrica). 

The Nigerian government is using these satellites to help with its planning and monitoring of disaster-prone 
areas. 

Two countries of the global South, India and China, got involved in space programmes early on in the global 
space race. India started its space programme in the late 1960s and launched its first satellite in 1975. China 
began its space programme more than 50 years ago but did not launch its first satellite until the early 1970s. 
Since then, the country has also launched human beings into space. 

And their ambitions are rising: both India and China have their sights set on large-scale space voyages, including 
missions to the planet Mars. 



China is now working on a 60-ton space station to orbit around the earth which is planned to be finished by 
2020. Ambitiously, the country is also working towards sending human beings to the planet Mars sometime 
around 2040 to 2060. 

LINKS: 

1) United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs: The United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs 
(UNOOSA) is the United Nations office responsible for promoting international cooperation in the 
peaceful uses of outer space. UNOOSA serves as the secretariat for the General Assembly's only 
committee dealing exclusively with international cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space: the 
United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS). Website: 
http://www.oosa.unvienna.org/ 

2) United Nations Platform for Space-based Information for Disaster Management and Emergency 
Response - UN-SPIDER: A new United Nations programme, with the following mission statement: 
"Ensure that all countries and international and regional organizations have access to and develop the 
capacity to use all types of space-based information to support the full disaster management cycle". 
Website: http://www.un-spider.org/ 

3) European Southern Observatory: ESO operates three unique world-class observing sites in the Atacama 
Desert region of Chile: La Silla, Paranal and Chajnantor. ESO's first site is at La Silla, a 2400 m high 
mountain 600 km north of Santiago de Chile. Website: http://www.eso.org/public/ 

4) Space News: For over two decades, SpaceNews has been the only publication that space professionals 
throughout the world turn to first for the news that affects their jobs. Whether for the latest trends in 
military space capabilities, breaking developments in satellite communications, or the current status of a 
budget, our readers count on SpaceNews to keep them informed. Website: http://www.spacenews.com/ 

5) European Space Agency Mars Express: Mars Express, so called because of the rapid and streamlined 
development time, represents ESA's first visit to another planet in the Solar System. The spacecraft 
borrows technology from the failed Mars 96 mission and from ESA's Rosetta mission that is currently en 
route to comet 67P/Churyumov-Gerasimenko. The mission helps to answer fundamental questions 
about the geology, atmosphere, surface environment, history of water and potential for life on Mars. 
Website: http://sci.esa.int/mars-express/ 



2) Solar Bottle Bulbs Light Up Dark Homes 

Finding ways to generate low-cost or free light has captured the imagination of innovators across the global 
South. The desire for light is strong: Light gives an immediate boost to income-making opportunities and quality 
of life when the sun goes down or in dark homes with few windows. 

More than 1.7 billion people around the world have no domestic electricity supply, of whom more than 500 
million live in sub-Saharan Africa (World Bank). Without a source of electricity, it is difficult to use conventional 
technology to switch the lights on. 

While it is possible to run lights using batteries or diesel generators, these are expensive options that are not 
possible for many poor people. The more of a slim income that is spent on light, heat or cooking fuel, the less 
there is left for better-quality food, clothing, transport or education and skills development. 

Low-cost light is great, but free light is even better - and one Brazilian solution is offering this. 

Brazilian innovator and mechanic Alfredo Moser has taken the common plastic water bottle and created a low- 
cost lighting solution for dark spaces. Often makeshift homes lack decent lighting or a good design that lets the 
light in during the day. This means it may be a bright, sunny day outside, but inside the home or workplace, it is 
very dark and reading or working is difficult. 

Moser came upon the idea during regular blackouts in his home city of Uberaba 

( http://www.uberaba.mg.gov.br/portal/principan in southern Brazil during 2002. During the blackouts, only 
factories were able to get electricity, leaving the rest of the population in the dark. 

The "Moser Light" involves taking plastic bottles, which are usually just thrown away or recycled, and filling them 
with water and bleach to draw on a basic physical phenomenon: the refraction of sunlight when it passes through 
a water-based medium. 

It is a simple idea: Holes are drilled in the ceiling of a room and the bottles placed in the holes. The liquid-filled 
bottle amplifies the existing sunlight (or even moonlight) and projects it into the dark room. This turns the plastic 
bottle into a very bright lightbulb that does not require any electricity. 

Moser uses a solution of two capfuls of bleach added to the water to prevent anything growing in the water such 
as algae because of the exposure to sunlight. 

"The cleaner the bottle, the better," he said. 



Polyester resin is used to seal the hole around the plastic bottle and make it watertight from rain. 
Moser claims his bottle innovation can produce between 40 and 60 watts of light. 

Moser uses recycled plastic bottles, so the carbon footprint is minimal compared to the manufacture of one 
incandescent bulb, which takes 0.45 kilograms of C02 (UN). Running a 50 Watt incandescent light bulb for 14 
hours a day for a year, around the same light as produced by the bottle bulb, produces a carbon footprint of 
nearly 200 kilograms of C02. 

"There was one man who installed the lights and within a month he had saved enough to pay for the essential 
things for his child, who was about to be born. Can you imagine?" Moser told the BBC. 

The plan is to try and get as many as a million homes fitted with the lighting system by the end of 2013. 

In many poor areas, it is common to live in makeshift or rudimentary dwellings. These are often built to crude 
designs and, in order to keep costs down and boost security, will have few or no windows. These dwellings will 
consequently be very dark inside, even on the brightest days. This leaves people having to turn to a source of 
artificial light if they want to do something indoors like read or work. And this costs money. Be it electricity from 
a mains, or battery-powered lamps or gas-powered lanterns, the cost will eat into a person's tight income. This is 
where Moser's simple solution saves the day and saves pennies: it is free light once the bottle lamp system is 
installed. 

Placing the bottle lights in the ceiling transforms the ceiling into something akin to the night sky, with many 
points of light shining down into the room like stars. It also means the occupant of the room does not just have 
to strain to see with the use of a single light but now has many lights illuminating the room from all angles. 

"It's a divine light," Moser told the BBC World Service. "God gave the sun to everyone, and light is for everyone. 
Whoever wants it saves money. You can't get an electric shock from it, and it doesn't cost a penny." 

It has not been a road to riches for Moser. He has made some money installing the system in a local supermarket 
and nearby homes, and he has inspired a charity to install the lighting system and to train people to do the 
installation and make an income from it. 

The MyShelter Foundation in the Philippines was inspired by Moser's invention and has installed the system in 
some 140,000 homes there, the BBC reported. 

"We want him to know that there are a great number of people who admire what he is doing," MyShelter 
Executive Director lilac Angelo Diaz said of Moser. 

Using bottle bulbs instead of electricity or generators means families can save US $6 per month, according to 
Diaz (CNN). The Philippines is reported to have the most expensive electricity in Asia and slum homes usually do 
not have electricity. 

It is estimated 15 other countries also have homes using the Moser system. The MyShelter Foundation believes 1 
million homes worldwide have used the Moser system as of 2013. 

Liter of Light (http://aliteroflight.org), run by the MyShelter Foundation, offers instructions on how to install the 
lighting system on its website. 

LINKS: 

1) D-Lab: MIT: Development through Dialogue, Design and Dissemination: D-Lab is building a global network 
of innovators to design and disseminate technologies that meaningfully improve the lives of people living in 
poverty. The program's mission is pursued through interdisciplinary courses, technology development, and 
community initiatives, all of which emphasize experiential learning, real-world projects, community-led 
development, and scalability. Website: http://d-lab.mit.edu/ 

2) d. light Solar: d. light is a for-profit social enterprise whose purpose is to create new freedoms for customers 
without access to reliable power so they can enjoy a brighter future, d. light design manufacture and 
distribute solar light and power products throughout the developing world. Website: 
http://www.dliqhtdesiqn.com/ 

3) Liter of Light: It brings the eco-friendly bottle light to communities living without electricity. Website: 
http://aliterofliqht.org 

4) Solar Sister: Solar Sister eradicates energy poverty by empowering women with economic opportunity. They 
combine the breakthrough potential of solar technology with a deliberately woman-centered direct sales 
network to bring light, hope and opportunity to even the most remote communities in rural Africa. Website: 
http://www.solarsister.org/ 



3) China Sets Sights on Dominating Global Smartphone Market 



The rise of smartphones - mobile phones capable of Internet access and able to run 'apps' or applications - is the 
latest wave of the global connectivity revolution. Mobile phones rapidly made their way around the world to 
become almost ubiquitous - the most successful take-up of a piece of communications technology in history - 
and now smartphones are set to do the same. The number of mobile phone subscriptions in the world surpassed 
6 billion in 2012 (out of a population of 7 billion) and, according to the International Telecommunications Union 
(ITU), the number of mobile phones will exceed the world's population by 2014. 

Over the last five years, with the increasing popularity of smartphones, the focus of the mobile industry has 
shifted from voice and messaging to apps and data services. 

Smartphones are complex pieces of technology and any country that can develop the capability to make them 
and innovate is set to make a lot of money. 

The high export value potential of designing and making "computer equipment, office equipment, 
telecommunication equipment, electric circuit equipment, and valves and transistors" was flagged up as a priority 
for developing nations back in 2005 at a UN meeting looking for "New and Dynamic Sectors of World Trade" 
(UNCTAD). 

At present, smartphones have a long way to go to surpass old-style mobile phones: by the end of 2016, 
according to Portio Research (portioresearch.com), the number of non-smartphones in the Asia-Pacific region 
alone will still be bigger than the entire worldwide number of all smartphones. Even so, it's predicted that by 
2016, there will be 555 million active smartphones in China alone, as well as half a billion smartphones in Europe 
by the end of 2014. By 2013, North America's smartphones will make up 50 per cent of all mobile phones. All in 
all, a lucrative market. 

The main factor holding back the rise of smartphones is price. Smartphones tend to cost more than a basic 
mobile phone. But as China gets more heavily involved in the smartphone marketplace with its own smartphone 
and mobile phone brands, low income consumers will find themselves with a wider choice of affordable and 
powerful smartphones, each one a mini-computer. 

Out of the 10 largest global manufacturers of smartphones, four are Chinese: Lenovo, Yulong, Huawei and ZTE 
(Gartner). 

Huawei ( http://www.huawei.com/en/) , the world's biggest smartphone seller (according to research firm Canalys) 
(canalys.com) , has started to move some of its design team to London in the United Kingdom, to better tailor its 
products for foreign markets. It has revenues each year of US $35 billion. 

China's mobile phone market is vast, accounting for a third of all smartphones sold in the world. Getting a 
foothold in this marketplace places a company in a very strong position to build the expertise and capital to push 
into the wider global marketplace. And that is what Chinese brands are starting to do. So far, Chinese exports of 
branded smartphones make up a fifth of those sold around the world (Canalys). 

The big global competitors to date have been South Korea's Samsung (samsunq.com) and the American Apple 
brand (apple.com) . Other large competitors are Canada's troubled Blackberry and Finland's Nokia. 

To compete with them, popular and successful Chinese brands include Xiaomi (xiaomi.cn) , which sells more 
mobile phones in China than does the American Apple brand, and ZTE ( http://wwwen.zte.com.cn/en/ ). 

For years, many of the top global brands have had their phones and the components manufactured in China. This 
meant Chinese manufacturers were assembling the phones but not benefiting from the high value that can be 
extracted from being the owner of the brand name and the originator of the innovation and holder of the 
copyrights and trademarks. 

But now China's Lenovo brand ( http://www.lenovo.com/uk/en/ ), for example, has successfully pulled past U.S. 
electronics maker Hewlett-Packard http://www.hp.com to become the largest seller of personal computers in the 
world. It is also selling more mobile phones and tablet computers than personal computers. 

Lenovo Chief Executive Yang Yuanqing espouses a two-part strategy to defend market share at home in China 
while going hard at overseas markets. Lenovo started with so-called emerging markets in Russia, India and 
Indonesia. 

"We have very aggressive plans to explore overseas markets," Lenovo's mobile phone division head Liu Jun told 
China Daily. "We hope the overseas market will contribute more than half of Lenovo's total smartphone revenue 
in the long run." 

Xiaomi founder Lei Jun is considered part of a new generation of dynamic Chinese technology leaders. His casual 
clothing and charismatic public presentations have had some equate him to the late Apple founder Steve Jobs. 
But Jun is not happy with selling smartphones and instead sees the company's future in software and that the 
phones are just a tool to access the software. Xiaomi hopes to make even more money from selling games, 
running online marketplaces and offering social media. 

The Chinese-made smartphone brand Coolpad ( http://coolpadamericas.com/) - made by Yulong Computer 
Telecommunication Scientific Co. - is the third best-selling in the Chinese marketplace, surpassing Huawei and 
Apple and has global annual revenue of US $1.8 billion, according to Forbes magazine. Sino Market Research 



found 10.2 per cent of China's smartphone users own a Coolpad, behind Korean brand Samsung and China's 
Lenovo. 

Coolpad has succeeded by investing heaviiy in research and deveiopment (R&D) and innovation to make the 
phones cheap but aiso powerfui. 

Innovations include technoiogy that iets users have more than one phone number for the same phone by being 
abie to connect to two different network technoiogies. The phones aiso include security and privacy protections 
that make them popular with businesspeople and government officials. 

The Coolpad brand has also been frenetic in launching different models of the phones to appeal to its customers. 
In 2012, it launched 48 different models, selling for between US $50 and US $500. 

Coolpad was launched in 2012 in the US as part of the company's global expansion plans. 

China has placed innovation at the core of its economic development policies. China increased its R&D spending 
in 2009 to US $25.7 billion, a 25.6 per cent rise over 2008, according to Du Zhanyuan, vice minister of the Ministry 
of Science and Technology. In 2011, China surpassed South Korea and Europe in total patents filed and was in a 
neck-and-neck race with Japan and the United States. 

China now boasts twice as many Internet users as the United States, and is the main global maker of computers 
and consumer electronics, from toys to games consoles to digital everything. 

China is also on course to become the world's largest market for Internet commerce and computing. 

The drive to change and transform China's global economic role was promoted in 2011's Beijing International 
Design Week ( http://www.bjdw.org/en/ ), with its theme of transforming "Made in China to Designed in China." 

LINKS: 

1) iHub Nairobi: iHub - Nairobi's Innovation Hub for the technology community is an open space for the 
technologists, investors, tech companies and hackers in the area. This space is a tech community facility 
with a focus on young entrepreneurs, web and mobile phone programmers, designers and researchers. 
Website: http://www.ihub.co.ke/ 

2) Venture Capital for Africa: Venture Capital for Africa ( www.vc4africa.biz) is the continent's leading 
founder's network, the largest and fastest growing community of entrepreneurs and investors building 
promising companies in Africa. Website: https://vc4africa.biz/ 

3) Red Dot: The red dot logo stands for belonging to the best in design and business. The red dot is an 
internationally recognized quality label for excellent design that is aimed at all those who would like to 
improve their business activities with the help of design. Website: h tt p ://w w w. red-dot.de 

4) C3: C3 offers product design and product engineering services in Shanghai, China. Their strong point is 
managing innovative design processes from scratch (market research) until production: a one shop 
service: Website: chinacreativecompany.com 

5) North Korea Tech: North Korea Tech is dedicated to covering and collecting information regarding the 
state of information technology and related industry in North Korea. You can expect to find articles 
related to Internet connectivity in the country (yes, it does exist), North Korea's use of technology, and 
the country's centrally-controlled and heavily-censored mass media. Website: 
http://www.northkoreatech.org/ 



4) Poorest Countries Being Harmed by Euro Currency Crisis 

The ongoing economic crisis in Europe is forecast to harm the economies of the world's poorest countries if it 
continues, according to a study by the United Kingdom's Overseas Development Institute (ODI) (odi.orq.uk) . 

As an example, Kenya's shilling currency has weakened and increased the cost of imports, leading to a surge in 
inflation, while the number of European tourists has declined, according to Business Daily. 

Raging since 2009 ( http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-13856580 ), the Eurozone crisis has seen several 
European countries struggling to pay debts built up during the boom years, and this has threatened the currency 
compact among countries that use the euro single currency ( http://www.ecb.europa.eu/euro/html/index.en.html ). 
Several countries have introduced harsh austerity measures to try and rein in the debts and stabilize economies 
while keeping countries within the Eurozone. 

This has had the consequence of dramatically raising unemployment levels, reducing consumption of goods and 
services and increasing poverty rates in many European countries. Some governments have responded by 
reducing the amount of legal labour migration allowed into their countries. 



The study estimates that the euro crisis could amount to a ioss of US $238 billion for poorer countries from 2012 
to 2013 as aid, trade, investment and remittance payments sent home to relatives and friends are damaged by 
the crisis. 

This would particularly harm export-dependent, emerging-market countries. The study found demand was 
weakening for products from low and low-to-middle income countries. This would in turn harm growth in these 
countries. Growth in the past decade has helped many countries lift millions of people out of poverty and 
enabled the growth of new middle classes, who in turn use their rising incomes to purchase consumer goods and 
invest. 

The crisis will cause developing countries' currencies to drop in value if they are pegged to the euro, and for 
countries to be economically harmed because of austerity policies in European countries, said the study's author, 
Dr. Isabella Massa. 

"The EU remains the largest single export market for poorer countries, although it is the emerging BRIC 
economies which are their main source of imports." 

The European Union (EU) ( http://europa.eu/index en. htm ) is the biggest market in the world and the largest 
importer of goods from developing countries. The ODI report found a 1 per cent drop in global export demand 
has the knock-on affect of reducing growth in poor countries by 0.5 per cent. The countries most at risk from the 
crisis are Mozambique, Kenya, Niger, Cameroon, Cape Verde and Paraguay. 

For example, 17 per cent of Ivory Coast's exports go to the EU. Mozambique sends 14 per cent of its exports to 
the EU and Nigeria sends 10 per cent. 

Tajikistan in Central Asia was the most highly dependent economy on remittance payments from its workers 
living outside the country to prop up its GDP (gross domestic product). Remittance payments from Tajik citizens 
outside the country made up 40 per cent of GDP. 

Liberia and the Democratic Republic of Congo were both heavily dependent on foreign direct investment (FDI) 
from Europe in 2010. 

Many countries have also grown used to strong demand for their resources in recent years as China has rapidly 
developed and urbanized, sucking in more and more resources from around the world, including sub-Saharan 
Africa. 

"Poor countries are vulnerable to the euro crisis not only because of their exposure (due to dependence on trade 
flows, remittances, private capital flows and aid) but also because of their weaker resilience compared to 2007, 
before the onset of the global financial crisis," said Massa. 

"The ability of developing countries to respond to the shock waves emanating from the euro area crisis is likely to 
be constrained if international finance dries up and global conditions deteriorate sharply. 

"The escalation of the euro crisis and the fact that growth rates in emerging BRIC economies, which have been 
the engine of the global recovery after the 2008-9 financial crisis, are now slowing down make the current 
situation really worrying for developing countries." 

Despite the gloom, there are many positive and powerful antidotes to this economic crisis, including rising 
South-South trade and innovation, which shows it is possible to reduce dependency on wealthy-developed 
countries alone for economic prosperity. 

LINKS: 

1) UNRISD: United Nations Research Institute for Social Development: The United Nations Research 
Institute for Social Development (UNRISD) is an autonomous research institute within the UN system 
that undertakes multidisciplinary research and policy analysis on the social dimensions of contemporary 
development issues. Website: unrisd.org/ 

2) The Global Urbanist: News and analysis of cities around the world: planning, governance, economy, 
communities, environment, international. Website: qlobalurbanist.com 

3) OECD: The global economic crisis is entering a new phase amid signs of a return to positive growth in 
many countries. But unemployment is likely to remain high and much still needs to be done to underpin 
a durable recovery. This website will track the recovery. Website: 
http://www.oecd.orq/qeneral/tacklinqthecrisisastrateqicresponse.htm 

4) African Union: This vision of a new, forward looking, dynamic and integrated Africa will be fully realized 
through relentless struggle on several fronts and as a long-term endeavor. The African Union has shifted 
focus from supporting liberation movements in the erstwhile African territories under colonialism and 
apartheid, as envisaged by the OAU since 1963 and the Constitutive Act, to an organization spear- 
heading Africa's development and integration. Website: http://www.au.int/en/ 



5) Youth-Inclusive Financial Services (YFS-Link) Program website: The first space for financial services 
providers (FSPs) and youth-service organizations (YSOs) to gather, learn and share about youth-inclusive 
financial services. Website: http://www.makinqcents.com/ourWork/yfsLink.php 

6) Triple Crisis Blog: Global Perspectives on Finance, Development and Environment: Website: 
http://triplecrisis.com/ 

7) African Economic Outlook: A unique online tool that puts rigorous economic data, information and 
research on Africa at your fingertips. A few clicks gives access to comprehensive analyses of African 
economies, placed in their social and political contexts. This is the only place where African countries are 
examined through a common analytical framework, allowing you to compare economic prospects at the 
regional, sub-regional and country levels. Website: africaneconomicoutlook.orq/en 



WINDOW ON THE WORLD 

Check out our website archive: southerninno va tor, org 

Southern Innovator (ISSN 2222-9280) magazine's third issue is now online and print copies are available for 
distribution. The third issue's theme is agribusiness and food security. View the issue online here: 
http://www.scribd.com/doc/106055665/Southern-lnnovator-MaQazine-lssue-3-Agribusiness-and-Food 
Contact us about opportunities to sponsor this issue or any future issues and we can send you more information 
on how it works. 



Issue 4, on cities and urbanization, is complete and will be published soon. Please contact the United Nations 
Office for South-South Cooperation if you would like a copy (copies) of Southern Innovator 
(http://ssc.undp.org/content/ssc.html) . 

The covers for issues 2, 3 and 4 are below: 




Follow us on Twitter @SouthSouthl 

Issue 1 of Southern Innovator was called "...a terrific tour de force of what is interesting, cutting edge and 
relevant in the global mobile/ICT space..." 

Also check out our South South Expo: 2012's Expo was held in Vienna, Austria: southsouthexpo.org 



BOOKS 

NEW: Human Development Report 2013: The Rise of the South. The 2013 Human Development Report 
examines the profound shift in global dynamics driven by the fast-rising new powers of the developing world and 
its long-term implications for human development. Website: 

http://hdr.undp.org/en/mediacentre/humandevelopmentreportpresskits/2013report/ 

Human Development Reports, (1990-2013). Website: http://hdr.undp.org/en/reports/qlobal/hdr2011/ 



The New Harvest: Agricultural Innovation in Africa by Calestous Juma, Publisher: Oxford University Press. 
Website: http://belfercenter.ksq.harvard.edu/publication/20504/new harvest.html 



NEW: The Entrepreneurial State: Debunking Public vs. Private Myths by Mariana Mazzucato, Publisher: Anthem 
Press. The Entrepreneurial State explores the leading role that the State has played in generating innovation and 
economic growth in modern capitalism. Website: http://marianamazzucato.com/proiects/entrepreneurial-state/ 

NEW: Edible Insects: Future prospects for food and feed security, Publisher: FAO. Website: 
http://www.fao.org/docrep/018/i3253e/i3253e00.htm 

Innovative Africa: The New Face of Africa: Essays on the Rise of Africa's Innovation Age by Will Mutua and 
Mbwana Ally, Publisher: Afrinnovator. Website: http://book.afrinnovator.com/ 

The Coming Prosperity by Philip Auerswald, Publisher: Oxford University Press. Website: http://auerswald.org/ 

Big Data: A Revolution That Will Transform How We Live, Work and Think by Viktor Mayer-Schonberger and 
Kenneth Cukier, Publisher: John Murray. Website: amazon.com 

The New Digital Age: Reshaping the Future of People, Nations and Business by Eric Schmidt and Jared Cohen, 
Publisher: John Murray. Website: amazon.com 

Interconnected Economies: Benefiting from Global Value Chains, Publisher: OECD. Website: 
http://www.oecd.org/sti/ind/global-value-chains.htm 

Need, Speed and Greed: How the New Rules of Innovation Can Transform Businesses, Propel Nations to 
Greatness, and Tame the World's Most Wicked Problems by V'y'ay Vaitheeswaran, Publisher: HarperBusiness. 
Website: amazon.com 

Living in the Endless City edited 'by Ricky Burdett and Deyan Sudjic, Publisher: Phaidon. The city is the subject of 
the 21st century. All over the world, populations are shifting towards urban centres. Living in the Endless City 
depicts an authoritative survey of cities of today and the prospects for our urban future of tomorrow. 36 
contributors from across Europe, South America, China, Africa and the U.S. set the agenda for the city - detailing 
its successes as well as its failures. Website: http://www.urban-age.net/publications/livinq-in-the-endless-city/ 

Consumptionomics: Asia's Role in Reshaping Capitalism by Chandran Nair, Publisher: Infinite Ideas. Website: 
amazon.com 

World 3.0: Global Prosperity and How to Achieve It by Pankaj Ghemawa, Publisher: Harvard Business School 
Press. Website: amazon.com 

Global Stump: The Economics and Politics of Crisis and Resistance by David McNally, Publisher: PM Press. Global 
Slump analyzes the global financial meltdown as the first systemic crisis of the neoliberal stage of capitalism. It 
argues that - far from having ended - the crisis has ushered in a whole period of worldwide economic and 
political turbulence. In developing an account of the crisis as rooted in fundamental features of capitalism, Global 
Slump challenges the view that its source lies in financial deregulation. Website: 
https://secure.pmpress.org/index.php?l= product detail&p=271 

Breakout Nations by Ruchir Sharma, Publisher: Penguin. Breakout Nations offers journeys through more than two 
dozen of the most interesting economies in the emerging world. Website: http://breakoutnations.com/ 

Light Manufacturing in Africa by Hinh T. Dinh et a I, Publisher: World Bank. This book examines how light 
manufacturing can offer a viable solution for sub-Saharan Africa's need for structural transformation and 
productive job creation, given its potential competitiveness based on low wage costs and an abundance of 
natural resources that supply raw materials needed for industries. Website: 
http://issuu.com/world.bank.publications/docs/9780821389614 

Arrival City by Doug Saunders, Publisher: Pantheon. A third of humanity is on the move. History's largest 
migration is creating new urban spaces that are this century's focal points of conflict and change — centres of 
febrile settlement that will reshape our cities and reconfigure our economies. Website: http://arrivalcity.net/ 

China: And the End of Poverty in Africa - Towards Mutual Benefit? 'by Penny Davis, Publisher: Diakonia and the 
European Network on Debt and Development. Website: 
www.eurodad.org/uploadedFiles/Whats New/Reports/Kinarapport A4.pdf 

State of the Field in Youth Enterprise, Employment, and Livelihoods Development Publisher: Making Cents 
International. This practical resource features learning from over 80 leading organizations that are working 
around the world to increase and improve economic opportunities for young people. Topics include youth 
enterprise development; workforce development; youth-inclusive financial services; working with adolescent girls 
and young women; and monitoring, evaluation and impact assessment. Website: 
www.YouthEconomicOpportunities.org/media.asp 

Vitamin Green: The Definitive Guide to the World of Contemporary Sustainable Design: Features 100 Innovative 
Projects from Around the World by editors of Phaidon Press, Publisher: Phaidon Press. Website: 
http://uk.phaidon.com/store/architecture/vitamin-green-9780714862293/ 



Makers: The New Industrial Revolution by Chris Anderson, Publisher: Crown Business. Website: amazon.com 



World Economic Outlook, October 2012: Coping with High Debt and Sluggish Growth, Publisher: IMF. Website: 
eurospanqroup.com 

Information Economy Report 2012: The Software Industry and Developing Countries, Publisher: United Nations 
Publications. Website: eurospanqroup.com 

China and India: Towards Global Economic Supremacy} 'by Rita Dulci and Jose Miguel Andreu, Publisher: 
Academic Foundation. Website: eurospanbookstore.com 

Devaluing to Prosperity: Misaligned Currencies and Their Growth Consequences by Surjit S. Bhalla, Publisher: 
Peterson Institute for International Economics. Website: eurospanbookstore.com 

Chinnovation: How Chinese Innovators are Changing the World by Yinglan Tan, Publisher: John Wiley & Sons. 
Website: amazon.com 

Hello World: Where Design Meets Life by Alice Rawsthorn, Publisher: Hamish Hamilton. Website: amazon.com 

Urgent Architecture: 40 Sustainable Housing Solutions for a Changing Worldby Bridgette Meinhold, Publisher: 
W.W. Norton & Co. Website: amazon.com 

When the Money Runs Out: The End of Western Affluance by Stephen D. King, Publisher: Yale Books. Website: 
amazon.com 



Papers and Reports 

Clean Air Asia Study 2012: Website: http://cleanairinitiative.org/portal/node/11338 

African Economic Outlook 2013: Website: http://www.africaneconomicoutlook.org/en/ 

State of China's Cities: 2010/2011: Better City, Better Life: Publisher: UNHABITAT. Website: 
www.scribd.com/doc/39882697/State-of-China-s-Cities-Report-2010-2011 

Innovative responses to fragility: The promise of modern technology: Website: 

http://oecdinsiqhts.org/2013/04/22/innovative-responses-to-fraqility-the-promise-of-modern-technoloqy/ 

OECD Reviews of Agricultural Policies: Kazakhstan 2013: Publisher: OECD. Kazakhstan can boost farm sector with 
investment in infrastructure and innovation. Website: http://www.oecd.org/tad/aqricultural-policies/kazakhstan- 
review-2013.htm 

NEW: The IDS Bulletin 'China and Brazil in African Agriculture' is published in July 2013 by Wiley-Blackwell. Pre- 
review versions of the Bulletin articles are available free to download from www.futu re- 
agricultures. org/research/cbaa 

OECD Reviews of Innovation Policy: Innovation in Southeast Asia: Publisher: OECD. This review provides a 
quantitative and qualitative assessment of Southeast Asian countries' capacity in S&T and innovation. Website: 
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/science-and-technoloqy/innovation-in-southeast- 
asia-2012 9789264128712-en 

Knowledge-based Start-ups in Mexico: Publisher: OECD. This report evaluates the performance of the knowledge- 
based sector in Mexico and recommends ways to improve the financing, creation and expansion of innovative 
knowledge-based start-ups. Website: http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/industry-and-services/knowledge-based- 
start-ups-in-mexico 9789264193796-en 

Exploring Data-Driven Innovation as a New Source of Growth: Publisher: OECD. Data continues to be a valuable 
asset for stimulating innovation and productivity. This report explores the potential of data and data analytics to 
contribute to economic growth and well-being in sectors such as online advertisement, health care, utilities, 
logistics and transport and public administration. It identifies areas where coherent public policies and practices 
for data collection, transport, storage, provision and use are needed to unlock the potential of big data. Website: 
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/science-and-technology/explorinq-data-driven-innovation-as-a-new-source-of- 
growth 5k47zw3fcp43-en 

BP Statistical Review of World Energy 2013: "The emerging economies - the non-OECD countries - firmly 
established themselves as the source of what demand growth was seen, with China and India alone accounting 
for nearly 90% of the increase. Just twenty years ago, the emerging economies accounted for only 42% of global 
consumption; now that figure is 56%." Website: http://www.bp.com/en/qlobal/corporate/about-bp/statistical- 
review-of-world-enerqy-2013.html 

What is Social and Solidarity Economy and Why Does it Matter? by Peter Utting, Publisher: UNRISD. Governments 
and international organizations need to be paying far more attention to SSE, and question how its developmental 
and emancipatory potential can be realized. They should also be asking themselves whether current priorities or 
biases in development policies are not missing, or indeed undermining, what could be a major new game in 



town. Website: 

http://www.unrisd.orq/unrLsd/we^ 

penDocument&utm campaign=ebulletin 23 5 2013&utm med'Lum=emai[ html&utm source=en&utm content= 
content link 

Trees and food security in Africa; what's the iink? Website: 

http://bioq.woridaqroforestry.org/index.php/2013/07/04/trees-and-food-security-in-africa-whats-the-iink/ 



Magazines 

Southern Innovator Issue 1: Mobile Phones and Information Technology Pubiisher: UN Office for South- 
South Cooperation. Website: http://www.scribd.com/doc/95410448/Southern-lnnovator-Maqazine-lssue-l- 
Mobiie-Phones-and-lnformation-Technoioqy 

Southern Innovator Issue 2: Youth and Entrepreneurshlp Pubiisher: UN Office for South-South Cooperation. 
Website: http://www.scribd.com/doc/106055335/Southern-lnnovator-Maqazine-lssue-2-Youth-and- 
Entrepreneurship 

Southern Innovator Issue 3: Agribusiness and Food Security Pubiisher: UN Office for South-South 
Cooperation. Website: http://www.scribd.com/doc/106055665/Southern-lnnovator-Maqazine-lssue-3- 
Aqribusiness-and-Food-Security 

Southern Innovator Issue 4: Cities and Urbanization Pubiisher: UN Office for South-South Cooperation. 
Website: http://www.scribd.com/doc/133622315/Southern-lnnovator-Maqazine-lssue-4-Cities-and-Urbanization 

New Publication 

Net Journal of Agricultural Science (NJAS) is an internationai peer-reviewed open access journai, which 
pubiishes innovative work from aii areas reiated to Agricultural Science. NJAS covers aii areas of agricuiture 
including arid soii research and rehabiiitation, agricuiturai genomics, stored products research, tree fruit 
production, pesticide science, post-harvest bioiogy and technoiogy, seed science research, irrigation, agricuiturai 
engineering, water resources management, agronomy, animai science, physioiogy and morphoiogy, aquacuiture, 
crop science, dairy science, entomoiogy, fish and fisheries, forestry, freshwater science, horticuiture, pouitry 
science, soii science, systematic bioiogy, veterinary, virology, viticuiture, weed bioiogy, agricuiturai economics and 
agribusiness. Website: netjournais.org 



On the Web 
Blogs and Websites 

LandWlse: The Landesa Center for Women's Land Rights has just iaunched LandWise, a free oniine resource 
containing iand-reiated iaws, information about reievant customary practices, and expianatory materiais. 
LandWise is an important new tooi for poiicymakers, researchers, iegai practitioners, and women's advocates 
working to strengthen women's iand rights around the worid. Website: 
http://iandwise.iandesa.org/7utm source=ADV+Piotiines+- 
+JULY+2013&utm campaign = Plotlines+JULY+2013&utm medium=emaii 

Raspberry PL: The Raspberry Pi is a credit-card sized computer that piugs into your TV and a keyboard. It's a 
capabie iittie PC which can be used for many of the things that your desktop PC does, iike spreadsheets, word- 
processing and games. It also piays high-definition video. Raspberry Pi want to see it being used by kids aii over 
the worid to iearn programming. Website: raspberrypi.org 

African Robotics Network: The African Robotics Network (AFRON) is a community of institutions, organizations 
and individuais engaged in robotics in Africa. AFRON seeks to promote communication and collaborations that 
wiii enhance robotics-related education, research and industry on the continent. To achieve this, AFRON 
organizes projects, meetings and events in Africa at robotics and automation conferences abroad. Website: 
http://robotics-africa.org/ 

Polls: A coliaborative biog about cities around the giobe. Website: http://www.thepolisblog.org/2012/03/coca- 
coia-in-africa.htmi 

mDlrectory: The mDirectory is the most comprehensive database of information on mobile tech for social 
change on the Web: case studies, mobile tools, research, and how-to guides. Website: 
http://mobileactive.org/directory 

Global Development: Launched in September 2010, this website from the Guardian newspaper tracks progress 
on the MDGs, encourages debate on its blogs, offers a rich store of datasets from around the worid, and features 
monthly podcasts and resources for schools. Website: www.guardian.co.uk/global-development 



Latameconomy: Latameconomy.org is the Latest evolution of the annual Latin American Economic Outlook 
report, essentially bringing its trusted, high quality content into the digital age. Its wide country coverage and 
methods of analysis are essential for anyone seeking to understand the economic, social and political 
developments of Latin American countries. Website: www.latameconomy.org/en/ 

International Development Economics Associates (IDEAs): International Development Economics Associates 
(IDEAs) is a pluralist network of progressive economists across the world, engaged in research, teaching and 
dissemination of critical analyses of economic policy and development. Website: www.networkideas.org/ 

OECD: Tackling the economic crisis website 

The global economic crisis is entering a new phase amid signs of a return to positive growth in many countries. 
But unemployment is likely to remain high and much still needs to be done to underpin a durable recovery. This 
website will track the recovery. Website: 

http://www.oecd.org/document/24/0,3343,en 2649 201185 41707672 111 1.00.html 

The Global Urbanist: News and analysis of cities around the world: planning, governance, economy, 
communities, environment, international. Website: globalurbanist.com 

ICT Update: A bimonthly printed bulletin, a web magazine, and an accompanying email newsletter that explores 
innovative uses of information technology in agriculture and rural development in African, Caribbean and Pacific 
(ACP) countries. Website: http://ictupdate.cta.int/en/Regulars/Perspectives/%28issue%29/56 

Youth-Inclusive Financial Services (YFS-Link) Program website: The first space for financial services providers 
(FSPs) and youth-service organizations (YSOs) to gather, learn and share about youth-inclusive financial services. 
Website: yfslink.org 

Triple Crisis Blog: Global Perspectives on Finance, Development and Environment. Website: 
http://triplecrisis.com/ 

IDEAS Centre is dedicated to facilitating the integration of developing countries into the world economy and has 
over the last ten years assembled substantial experience on this issue. Its mission is to support policy-makers 
around the world working to develop approaches to ensure that globalization can be harnessed for development 
and to fight poverty both within their countries and in a more inclusive and fairer world trading system. Website: 
http://www.ideascentre.ch/ 

Full Disclosure: The Aid Transparency Blog: A Devex blog, written by members of the international community. 
Website: www.devex.com/en/blogs/full-disclosure 

Africa Portal: An online knowledge resource offering researchers and opinion leaders a forum to share their 
insights on Africa and publish their work on pressing areas of concern to policymakers and the public. It aims to 
fill the gap in accessibility to research and information on policy issues on the continent. Website: africaportal.org 
African Economic Outlook: A unique online tool that puts rigorous economic data, information and research on 
Africa at your fingertips. A few clicks gives access to comprehensive analyses of African economies, placed in 
their social and political contexts. This is the only place where African countries are examined through a common 
analytical framework, allowing you to compare economic prospects at the regional, sub-regional and country 
levels. Website: africaneconomicoutlook.org/en 

Africa Renewal: The Africa Renewal information programme, produced by the Africa Section of the United 
Nations Department of Public Information, provides up-to-date information and analysis of the major economic 
and development challenges facing Africa today. Website: www.un.org/ecosocdev/geninfo/afrec/ 

Timbuktu Chronicles: A blog by Emeka Okafor 

With "a view of Africa and Africans with a focus on entrepreneurship, innovation, technology, practical remedies 
and other self-sustaining activities." Website: http://timbuktuchronicles.blogspot.com/ 

AfriGadget: AfriGadget is a must-read for African invention junkies. They are always on the look out for 
ingenious innovation that is new or a repurposing of existing technology in a new way, interesting in the sense 
that the story captures the imagination of others, inspiring others to see solutions in uncommon ways, practical 
ideas that solve problems in a demonstrable way, and entrepreneurs who are inventing new products or 
solutions. Website: afrigadget.com 

Medium for Haiti: This is a collection dedicated to sharing stories about rebuilding Haiti. Website: 
https://medium.com/medium-for-haiti 



Interesting Bloqqer 

Emeka Okafor, Timbuktu Chronicles: Emeka Okafor is an entrepreneur and venture catalyst who lives in New 
York City. He is the curator of Maker Faire Africa. He was the director for TED Global 2007 that took place in 
Arusha, Tanzania. In addition he is a member of the TED fellowship team. His interests include sustainable 
technologies in the developing world and paradigm-breaking technologies in general. His blog, Timbuktu 
Chronicles, seeks to spur dialogue in areas of entrepreneurship, technology and the scientific method as it 
impacts Africa. Website: http://timbuktuchronicles.blogspot.co.uk/ 



Notable Websites 



African Brains: The Home of Intelligent Networking: African Brains - for forward thinking, intelligent Africans to 
network and propose new ideas and technologies to the world. Website: www.africanbrains.net 

Arab Brains: The Home of Intelligent Networking: Arab Brains has been established to connect innovative Arabs 
across the Arab World and beyond. Website: http://arabbrains.com/ 

Social Media 

Africa Entrepreneurshlp Platform: This ground breaking initiative is created as a forum to showcase innovative 
ideas and businesses from Africa that have the ability to scale internationally, driving job creation and sustainable 
economic development between Africa and the Americas. Website: www.sacca.biz 

AfrlGadget on Facebook: 'Solving everyday problems with African ingenuity': Website: 
www.facebook.com/qroup.php7qid =2402629579 

Start-up Funding 

Hubs! 

They are sprouting up all over the place and now there is a map showing where they are in Africa. Website: 
https://africahubs.crowdmap.eom/# 

And there are 18 in Latin America too. Website: http://thenextweb.com/la/2012/08/ll/18-latin-american-tech- 
hubs-know/ 

The SEED Initiative 

Hosted by the UN Environment Programme's World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC), the SEED 
Initiative is a global partnership for action on the Green Economy. The annual SEED Awards help to develop the 
most promising social and environmental start-ups in emerging economies and developing countries. Website: 
http://unep.orq/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentlD=2647&ArticlelD=8798&l=en 

The Pioneers of Prosperity Grant and Award 

This competition is a partnership between the OTF Group and the John F. Templeton Foundation of the United 
States, and promotes companies in East Africa by identifying local role models that act as examples of 
sustainable businesses in their country/region. It is open to businesses from Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Burundi 
and Rwanda. 

Five pioneers will receive US $50,000 to re-invest in their business. It is open to for-profit businesses that provide 
high wages to their workers and that operate in sustainable ways. Website: 
http://pioneersofprosperity.org/index.php 

Oxford Said Business School Youth Business Development Competition 

Open to youth between 16 and 21 across the world, the competition is run by students at Oxford University to 
promote social enterprise. A prize fund of £2,000 in seed capital is up for grabs. It calls itself the 'world's first 
global youth development competition. Website: www.sbs.ox.ac.uk/oba/se/ybd 



Challenge 

InnoCentive ( www.innocentive.com/ ) is a challenge to the world's inventors to find solutions to real scientific 
and technological problems affecting the poor and vulnerable. It is an open marketplace where anybody with a 
problem can post it, and rewards for effective solutions stretch up to US $100,000. They use rigorous intellectual 
property protection so ideas are not stolen without credit being given to the inventor. Website: 
www.rockfound.org/about us/news/2007/0720first seeker.shtml 

Rwanda Innovation Endowment Fund (RIEF): Rwanda Research Innovation Endowment Fund (RIEF) was 
established and is managed by the Government of Rwanda, through the Ministry of Education (MINEDUC) in 
partnership with UNECA (SRO-EA & ISTD) under One UN Rwanda. The objective of this Fund is to stimulate 
economic transformation through R&D in innovative market-oriented products and processes in priority areas of 
the economy, thereby increasing prosperity and the competitiveness of the Rwandan economy. The orientation 
can be either for economic growth, social development or combination of the two. Website: 
http://www.mineduc.qov.rw/spip.php7article21 

The Innovation Prize for Africa (IPA): The United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and 
the African Innovation Foundation (AIF) are delighted to announce the call for applications for the 



2013 Innovation Prize for Africa (IPA). Too often, innovators and entrepreneurs are not highly profiled on the 
African development agenda. It is IPA's mission to elevate attention around innovative work and help support the 
vision of entrepreneurs. The prize honours and encourages innovative achievements that contribute towards the 
development of new products, increased efficiency or cost savings in Africa. The prize also promotes the efforts 
of young African men and women pursuing science, technology and engineering careers as well as business 
opportunities that aim to contribute to sustainable development in Africa. Website: 
http://innovationprizeforafrica.org/ 

Video 

Forum for the Future: Compelling animated videos exploring the hard choices of an urbanizing world and the 
need to promote sustainable development and environmental harmony. Website: 
http://www.youtube.com/user/forumforthefuture96 



Have an event you would like the South-South community to know about? Then send details to 
developmentchallenqes@qooqlemail.com . 



2013 

Have an event you would like the South-South community to know about? Then send details to 
developmentchallenqes@qooqlemail.com . 

September 

Launch of Latin America's 50 Best Restaurants List 

Lima, Peru (4 September 2013) 

The inaugural awards ceremony to celebrate Latin America's 50 Best Restaurants, sponsored by Cusqueha. 
Website: http://www.theworlds50best.com/latinamerica/en/ 

Global Youth Economic Opportunities Conference 2013 

Washington, D.C., USA (10-12 September 2013) 

Purpose: Increase economic opportunities for 1.8 billion youth. The conference goal is to strengthen the impact, 
scale, and sustainability of youth economic opportunity programming. Be part of this premier learning 
event. Join leading practitioners, funders, private sector companies, researchers, educators, advocates, youth 
leaders and government representatives working to increase economic opportunities for young people, together 
with those working in the related areas of education, financial services, and health. The 2013 event will contain 
two Spotlights: "Opportunities for Rural Youth" focuses on how to support youth in rural areas. "Power of 
Technology" showcases how to utilize technology in your programming. 
Website: http://www.youtheconomicopportunities.org/conference/register 

Launch of the Trade and Development Report 2013 

(12 September 2013) 

"Winds of change in the world economy: Rethinking development strategies" is the title of the Trade and 
Development Report 2013. The study will contend that to achieve durable and inclusive growth, developing and 
transition economies will need to move towards a new form of development, away from seeking net-export 
advantages on the back of global imbalances and towards a concentration on strengthening domestic demand 
and on expanding regional and South-South economic linkages. 
Website: http://unctad.org/en/Paqes/Meetinq Details. aspx?meetinqid =299 



100% Design: The future of workplace design 

Earls Court, London, UK (18 to 21 September 2013) 



100% Design is officiaiiy the UK's iargest design trade event with over 25,000 visitors inciuding architects, interior 
designers, retaiiers and designers. The event is heid between the 18-21 September and is the biggest event 
during the London Design Festival. 100% Design is expected to attract over 30,000 visitors in 2013. 
Website: http://www.100percentdesiqn.co.uk/ 

World Maker Faire 2013 

New York, NY, USA (21 to 22 September 2013) 

Maker Faire showcases the amazing work of aii kinds and ages of makers — anyone who is embracing the do-it- 
yourself (or do-it-together) spirit and wants to share their accompiishments with an appreciative audience. 
Website: http://makerfaire.com/ 

Medicine 2.0'13 6th World Congress on Social Media, Mobile Apps, and Internet/Web 2.0 in Health and 
Medicine 

London, UK (23-24 September 2013) 

This year hosted in London, will once again be very international and contain a unique mix of traditional 
academic/research, practice and business presentations, keynote presentations, and panel discussions to discuss 
emerging technologies in health and medicine, with an emphasis on Internet-based, social media, and mobile 
technologies. Website: http://bit.ly/X7ZXxj 



October 

4th International Conference of Crisis Mappers 

Nairobi, Kenya (12 October 2013) 

The International Network of Crisis Mappers is the largest and most active international community of experts, 
practitioners, policymakers, technologists, researchers, journalists, scholars, hackers and skilled volunteers 
engaged at the intersection between humanitarian crises, technology and crisis mapping. 
Website: crisismappers.net 

World Business Forum 

Mexico City, Mexico (23 to 24 October 2013) 

Two days with the most renowned thinkers on management in the world alongside the executive community in 
Mexico, a space for creating that new project or transforming an old one, a time for new beginnings. 
Website: http://www.wobi.com/event/world-business-forum-mexico-city-2013 

7th ECOWAS Trade Fair 

Accra, Ghana (24 October to 4 November 2013) 

The regional fair, which is now a biennial event, was instituted to boost intra-community trade which presently 
hovers between 11 and 15 percent, and thereby contributing to the improved implementation of the ECOWAS 
Trade Liberalisation Scheme (ETLS). It will also contribute to empowering local producers and stimulating the 
regional economy. Website: http://www.ecowas.int/ 

African Economic Conference 2013 - Call for Papers 

Johannesburg, South Africa (28 to 30 October 2013) 

The African Economic Conference 2013 is jointly organized by the African Development Bank, the Economic 
Commission for Africa and the United Nations Development Programme under the theme "Regional Integration 
in Africa". 

Website: http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/african-economic-conference-2013-call-for-papers- 
12008/ 

The World Islamic Economic Forum 

London, UK (29 to 31 October 2013) 

At the 9th WIEF, sessions will be adapted to increase delegates' participation as they explore business and 
investment opportunities, as well as engage in discourse on topical issues and how best to address them. Key 
areas of focus at the upcoming forum in London include Islamic banking and finance, technology, infrastructure 
development, health, exports, education and youth. 
Website: http://wief.org/ 

Ghana Investment Summit 2013 

Accra, Ghana (29 to 30 October 2013) 

Africa's recent economic surge is fueling optimism about the continent's prospects and positioning it in the 
minds of many investors and businesses as a significant opportunity. Blessed with a wealth of natural resources 
and a large, young and growing population, many economies in Africa are enjoying rates of growth and 
development that are the envy of the emerging world. Website: 

http://cemea.economistconferences.com/event/ghana-investment-summit-2013/ghana-investment-summit- 
2013-fees-and-registration 

November 



ITU Telecom World 

Bangkok, Thailand (19 to 22 November 2013) 



ITU Telecom World 2013 is the platform for high-level debate, knowledge-sharing and networking for the global 
ICT community - essential to drive industry success and address critical world socio-economic challenges. It is the 
one conversation that matters, with the people that matter, with the power to make a real difference in the world. 
Website: http://world2013.itu.int/ 

Launch of the Least Developed Countries Report 2013 

(20 November 2013) 

The UNCTAD Least Developed Countries Report 2013 will focus on the theme of "Growth with employment for 
inclusive and sustainable development". The report, noting that 130 million people will enter the labour force in 
LDCs by 2020, reviews past LDC trends relating to economic growth and employment and recommends policy 
steps to accelerate job creation. Website: http://unctad.org/en/Paqes/Meetinq Details.aspx?meetinqid = 300 

UNCTAD: Africa Oil, Gas and Minerals, Trade and Finance Conference and Exhibition 
Niamey, Republic of Niger (20 to 23 November 2013) 

This annual event is an opportunity to highlight the potential of Niger in particular and of Africa in general, in the 
energy and mining sectors. The aim is to share experience, knowledge, and create new partnerships and 
networks. 

Website: http://www.oqtfafrica.com/ 

Santiago Mini Maker Falre 

Santiago, Chile (23 to 24 November 2013) 

Website: http://makerfairesantiago.com/ 
Africa Oil Week 

Cape Town, South Africa (25 to 29 November 2013) 

The 20th Africa Oil Week 2013 taking place from 25-29th November 2013 at the new venue, the Cape Town 
International Convention Centre, Cape Town, South Africa, is the world's longest standing and leading meeting 
for Africa's oil and gas industry, and celebrates its Twentieth Anniversary, as over 1,250 delegates from six 
continents attend the Conference. 
Website: http://www.petro21.com/events/7id =790 



December 

Launch of the Information Economy Report 2013 

(3 December 2013) 

Website: http://unctad.org/en/Pages/MeetingDetails.aspx7meetingid =301 



AWARDS AND FUNDING 



The EU Contest for Young Scientists 

The European Union (EU) Contest for Young Scientists, an initiative of the European Commission, was set up to 
promote the ideals of co-operation and interchange between young scientists. 
Website: http://ec.europa.eu/research/youngscientists/index en.cfm?pg = history 

2013 Innovation Prize for Africa 

The second round of the Innovation Prize for Africa (IPA), which aims to reward innovation across Africa in key 
sectors of interest, has been launched. The Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) expect the prize to promote 
among young African men and women in the pursuit of science, technology and engineering careers and 
business applications. The aims are to: 

- Mobilize leaders from all sectors to fuel African innovation; 

- Promote innovation across Africa in key sectors of interest through the competition; 

- Promote science, technology and engineering as rewarding, exciting and noble career options among the 
youth in Africa by profiling success applicants; and 

- Encourage entrepreneurs, innovators, funding bodies and business development service providers to 
exchange ideas and explore innovative business opportunities. 

Website: innovationPrizeForArica.org 

World Summit Youth Award 

The international contest for young people using the Internet and mobiles to take action on the UN Millennium 
Development Goals. 



Website: www.youthaward.org 



Grand Challenges Canada: Request for Proposals 

Grand Challenges Canada is pleased to announce a new initiative in its Maternal, Neonatal and Child Health 
grand challenge. It's called Saving Brains. Its goal is to unlock potential in children and dramatically transform 
lives in the developing world. The money to fund this program comes from the Development Innovation Fund. In 
Budget 2008, the Government of Canada committed $225 million CAD over five years to the Development 
Innovation Fund, to support the best minds in the world in a collaborative search for solutions to global health 
challenges. For the Request for Proposals: 

Website: http://www.qrandchallenqes.ca/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/Request for Proposals- 
Saving Brains EN.pdf 

Zayad Future Energy Prize 

The world is in desperate need of innovative solutions to create a new, sustainable energy future. No one knows 
who or where the next great energy solution will come from. Solutions and technologies that could change the 
world are being developed globally, and the $2.2 million Zayed Future Energy Prize, managed by Masdar in Abu 
Dhabi, recognizes and rewards innovation, leadership, and long-term vision in renewable energy and 
sustainability. 

Website: www.zayedfutureenergyprize.com/ 
Philips Liveable Cities Award 

Philips is looking for individuals and community or non-government organizations and businesses with ideas for 
"simple solutions" that will improve people's health and well-being in a city to enter the Philips Liveable Cities 
Award. To help translate these ideas into reality, three Award grants totalling €125,000 are on the line. One 
overall winning idea from any of the three categories outlined below will receive a grant of €75,000, while the 
two additional ideas will receive grants of €25,000. 

Website: http://www.because.philips.com/livable-cities-award/about-the-award 
Piramal Foundation in India 

Has established a US $25,000 prize for ideas that help advance full access to effective public health care in India. 
The Piramal Prize is a $25,000 Social Entrepreneurship Competition focused on democratizing health care in India 
that seeks to encourage and support bold entrepreneurial ideas which can profoundly impact access to higher 
standards of health for India's rural and marginalized urban communities. The award recognizes high-impact, 
scalable business models and innovative solutions that directly or indirectly address India's health-care crisis. 
Website: www.piramalprize.org 

Special Award for South-South Transfer 

The aim of the award is to identify, provide visibility, and honour those who have successfully shared their 
projects and approaches internationally, thereby increasing the impact of the initiative. The winning practice 
receives US $15,000 to further transfer the awarded practice to other communities in developing countries. 
Website: www.southsouthexpo.org 

South-South Experience Exchange Facility 

Supported by Mexico, China, India, Denmark, Spain, The Netherlands, and the U.K. and now Colombia, the South- 
South Experience Exchange Facility is a multi-donor trust fund that promotes the idea that developing countries 
can learn from the successes of other developing countries in overcoming similar challenges. In the past 12 
months, the trust has given out 35 grants to countries for learning activities ranging from working with at risk 
youth in the Caribbean to outsourcing IT services in Africa. 
Website: www.southsouthcases.info 

African Writers Fund 

Together with the Ford Foundation, the Fund supports the work of independent creative writers living on the 
continent. The Fund recognizes the vital role that poets and novelists play in Africa by anticipating and reflecting 
the cultural, economic and political forces that continuously shape and reshape societies. 
Website: http://www.trustafrica.org/index.php7option =com content&task=view&id=91&ltemid=90&lang=fr 

Joint NAM S&T Centre - ICCS Fellowship Programme 

Centre for Science and Technology of the Non-Aligned and Other Developing Countries (NAM S&T Centre) and 
International Center for Chemical Sciences (ICCS), (H.EJ. Research Institute of Chemistry and Dr. Panjwani Centre 
for Molecular Medicine and Drug Research), University of Karachi, Karachi, Pakistan 
Click here for more information 

or contact: namstct@vsnl.com, namstct@bol.net.in , apknam@qmail.com 
PhD Plant Breeding Scholarships at the University of Ghana 

The University of Ghana (www.ug.edu.gh) has been awarded a project support grant by the Alliance for a Green 
Revolution (www.agra-alliance.org) in Africa (a joint venture between the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and 
the Rockefeller Foundation, for the establishment of a West African Centre for Crop Improvement (WACCI). This 
is available to scientists working at NARIs, universities and international centres in West Africa. Women scientists 
are especially encouraged to apply for a fellowship under this programme. 
Website: www.acci.org.za/Default.asp?nav=Home&idno=10 

Genesis: India's Premier Social Entrepreneurship Competition 

Is a social entrepreneurship competition aiming to bring together social entrepreneurs, students, NGOs, 
innovators, incubators, corporations and financiers and encourage them to come up with innovative ideas which 
are socially relevant and feasible. 



Website: http://qenesis.utm.ac.Ln/ 



Jobs and Careers 

Weitzenegger's International Development Job Market 
Website: www.weLtzeneqqer.de/new/iobmarket.php 

Global Knowledge Initiative 

The Global Knowledge Initiative seeks to build global knowledge partnerships between individuals and 
institutions of higher education and research. It seeks to help partners access the global knowledge, technology, 
and human resources needed to sustain growth and achieve prosperity for all." 
Website: www.qlobalknowledqeinitiative.org/ 

ExportHelp - Promoting and supporting access to the European market 

The European Commission runs a database for the explicit support of market players in developing countries who 
want to bring their products to the EU market. The database gives an overview on the EU's preferential trade 
regimes established for developing countries as well as lists all tariffs, taxes and other requirements for goods 
imported into the EU. 
Website: http://exporthelp.europa.eu 

Development Executive Group Devex Networking Website 

Over 90,000 global experts can network and connect and learn about more than 47,000 registered projects. 
Website: www.devex.org 

Website Offers Career Advice to Young Africans 

Set up by the Commonwealth Secretariat, Africancareerguidance.com is aimed at providing career guidance to 
African youth and helping them to link with prospective employers. AfricaRecruit is a human resources 
organization that provides skills training for African professionals in the Diaspora and on the continent. The 
website has an inbuilt email subscriber list for all its users and offers a searchable database of career profiles for 
job seekers and prospective employers. It also offers skills and interest assessments and advice on CV and resume 
preparation. It provides tips about interviewing techniques, as well as information on internship and volunteer 
opportunities, and entrepreneurial skills. 
Website: www.africacareerquidance.com 

African Diaspora Skills Database 

This database was compiled to provide an overview of qualified African Diaspora professionals with varied areas 
of expertise and experience. The African Diaspora contributes substantially to the social, economic and political 
development of Africa, and this database is set up to further mobilize this considerable potential. 
Website: www.diaspora-centre.org/NEWSLETTER/Database 

Aid Workers Network (AWN) 

Aid Workers Network (AWN) is an online platform for aid, relief and development workers to ask and answer 
questions of each other, and to exchange resources and information. AWN is registered in the United Kingdom as 
a charity. You will find discussions about a range of questions and issues on the AWN forum from aid, relief and 
development workers all over the world and representing a variety of fields, with new threads or responses 
posted daily. The forum is a great way to get in contact with 

other aid and development workers in your geographic area or working in a similar area of work. 
Website: www.aidworkers.net 

BLzzlounge 

Bizzlounge is where people committed to ethical behaviour meet, who want to establish and maintain business 
contacts in an exclusive and relaxed environment. 
Website: http://bizzlounge.com 

Business Action for Africa 

Business Action for Africa is a network of businesses and business organizations working collectively to accelerate 

growth and poverty reduction in Africa. 

Website: http://businessactionforafrica.bloqspot.com 

Business Fights Poverty 

Business Fights Poverty is a professional network for all those passionate about fighting world poverty through 

the power of good business. 

Website: http://businessfiqhtspoverty.ninq.com 

Business in Development Network (BiD) 

The BiD Network Foundation runs the BiD Challenge to contribute to sustainable economic development by 
stimulating entrepreneurship in developing countries. 
Website: www.bidnetwork.org 




Zunia 



By Development Exchange, it offers news, publications and networking opportunities with the world's 
development community. 
Website: www.zunia.org 

Catalogue of Poverty Networks 

UNDP is organizing an online catalogue of Poverty Networks as a means to facilitate access to knowledge and 
sharing this to a wider audience in 189 countries. Poverty Networks are web-based platforms that provide space 
for sharing and disseminating development-related information and initiatives. Below you will find information 
on IPC's collaborating networks, which help foster dialogue between researchers, policymakers, civil society and 
multilateral organizations. 

Website: www.undp-povertycentre.org/povnet.do 
Connections for Development (Cf D) 

CfD is a UK, Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) led, membership based organization committed to ensuring that UK 
BME communities, and the organizations they are involved in, are supported in the process of shaping and 
delivering policy and projects that affect their countries of origin or interest - collectively "our world". 
Website: www.cfdnetwork.co.uk 

Development Crossing 

Development Crossing was set up in 2006 by a small group of friends with diverse backgrounds ranging from 
business consulting to international development. In a world where the environment, corporate responsibility, 
and sustainable development are becoming increasingly intertwined, our goal was to create a site where 
individuals that shared our passion could keep up-to-date with relevant happenings in the world and connect 
with like-minded individuals. The idea behind Development Crossing is to provide a social network that brings 
together people from a variety of sectors, countries and professions to discuss corporate social responsibility and 
sustainable development. 
Website: www.developmentcrossing.com 

DevelopmentAid.org 

The one-stop-information-shop for the developmental sector, DevelopmentAid.org is a membership organization 
that brings together information for developmental professionals, NGOs, consultancy firms and donors. 
Website: www.developmentaid.org 

dgCommunities on the Development Gateway (Zunia.org) 

Zunia.org, a free online service by the Development Gateway Foundation is devoted to knowledge-sharing and 
collaboration for people working to reduce poverty in the developing world. 
Website: http://topics.developmentgateway.org 

Diaspora African Forum 

This Forum exists "to invite and encourage the full participation of Africans in the Diaspora in the building of the 
African Union, in its capacity as an important part of the Continent". We will provide the vital linkage for Diaspora 
Africans to become involved in Africa's development as well as reap the fruits of African unity. 
Website: www.diasporaafricanforum.org 

Business Planet: a new data map on Entrepreneurship 

Business Planet, an interactive Google map, now includes data on new business creation around the world. 
Measures of entrepreneurial activity are based on the number of total and newly registered corporations. Click on 
colour markers to learn more about each country. 
Website: http://rru.worldbank.org/businessplanet/default.aspx7pid =8 



